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Introduction

Music has long been a source of inspiration and creativity in schools, yet many teachers
lack the specialised training to feel confident enough to lead music classes. This shortfall
often creates reliance on external tutors, which can be costly, logistically challenging, and
limited in scope. However, new digital tools have reshaped Whole Class Instrumental
Teaching (WCIT) in a way that empowers non-specialist teachers to deliver meaningful

music lessons to large groups of 35+ students.

Our pilot program at North Worcester Primary Academy, shows how these innovations
simplify music notation, promote diverse genres, and accommodate varying learning

styles, suitable for many education settings including SEND, primary and secondary.

By offering intuitive interfaces, clear lesson structures, and easy set-up, classroom
teachers can confidently guide students through composition and performance activities
without needing advanced music theory or performance skills. This accessible framework
also means more children can participate in music-making, something which is shown to

benefit may areas of their school life.

By leveraging user-friendly music technology and providing teacher-focused support
materials, music services can bridge the gap between specialised training and the
day-to-day realities of classroom instruction. With fewer barriers to implementation, such
as the intimidation factor of traditional instruments and relevance to modern music
styles, students become more engaged, teachers feel more empowered, and schools can
achieve sustainable and scalable music programmes. Now, every primary school teacher,

regardless of musical background, can cultivate a thriving, inclusive music environment.

Key Takeaways

1. Innovative controllers and notation tools simplify music-making for teachers and
students alike.
Inclusivity soars when technology accommodates diverse abilities and needs.

3.  Teacher confidence dramatically increases with accessible, pre-prepared
resources.

4. Contemporary genres spark higher levels of student engagement.
Teacher-led delivery models reduce reliance on external tutors and increase

program sustainability.
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Learning 1: Inclusivity Is Achievable

Inclusivity in music education is attainable when teaching methods align with the diversity
of student needs. Traditional approaches, relying heavily on standard notation and
complex instruments, can shut out those with physical or cognitive barriers. The
introduction of our instrument and colour-coded Arrownotes addresses inclusivity issues

by giving every student the freedom to experiment without the usual stumbling blocks.

A crucial advantage lies in the simplicity of these tools. With CMPSR, our joystick
instrument, even students anxious about playing traditional instruments find confidence in
using gaming tools to make music. This design removes the intimidation factor, helping
SEND, primary and secondary learners feel comfortable when engaging in group
compositions. Arrownotes further reduces stress by swapping out complicated musical
symbols for colours and directions, letting students progress at their own pace. Those
who grasp concepts quickly can move on to more advanced theory, while others can stay

within the accessible framework until they feel ready.

Teacher confidence plays a pivotal role in fostering inclusivity. Many primary teachers
lack formal music training and worry they cannot meet the needs of a diverse classroom.
However, pre-prepared lesson resources bridge this gap. Teachers learn how to
effectively deploy technology where something as simple as headphone splitters, which
enable students to practice privately, immediately benefit those who prefer to work
quietly without fear of judgment. As teachers gain confidence, they create an environment

where all children can thrive, regardless of ability level.

Incorporating contemporary genres like Hip Hop and Garage ensures relevance for
students. When they recognise the types of sounds they enjoy outside the classroom,
their enthusiasm increases. This alignment not only boosts engagement but also

strengthens the sense of belonging and self-expression among learners.

“Whatever your interest is, whatever you ability is, everyone can

get involved. We’ve seen today, everyone in the class is engaged”
Alex Green, Operations Director, Severn Arts

With the right technology, training, and contemporary curriculum choices, inclusivity is

a realistic outcome that benefits every child in the classroom.
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Learning 2: Scalability and Sustainability

Traditional Whole Class Instrumental Teaching (WCIT) models often struggle to expand
beyond a single region due to high costs, travel logistics, and reliance on external
specialists. Our pilot with North Worcester Primary Academy, however, offers a blueprint
for a scalable and sustainable approach, driven by in-house teaching staff and adaptable

digital tools.

By empowering classroom teachers rather than hiring specialist tutors, this model
drastically cuts travel expenses and scheduling conflicts. Schools can invest in
user-friendly technology that creates daily opportunities for music making, led by core

staff with only minimal training required, leaving a legacy of music within the school.

Digital resources reduce maintenance and storage needs associated with traditional
instruments. Controllers and apps require minimal physical space, and software updates
can extend their functionality over time without new hardware purchases. This longevity
helps schools justify initial spending, knowing they can continually adapt the tools to

evolving educational goals or music trends.

Scalability is boosted by the flexibility of lesson resources. A framework that works for a
class of 20 can be expanded to 30 or 60 students (or more!) with minimal modification.
Our lesson plans feature colour-coded notation and gaming-style controllers so are easy
to replicate across multiple year groups or even entire school networks and trusts.
Teachers become increasingly confident with each session, reinforcing the programme’s

continuity and supporting expansion.

The environmental impact of reduced travel and minimal instrument upkeep makes this
model more sustainable. Lower carbon emissions, fewer physical materials, and efficient
distribution of tech resources all contribute to a greener footprint- especially when the
instruments are hand built in the UK like CMPSR.

These factors create a program that not only scales across diverse educational settings
but also remains financially and environmentally viable in the long term. By blending
teacher empowerment with innovative technology, music service providers can replicate
this model widely, ensuring that quality music education is accessible to every child,

regardless of location or budget constraints.
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Learning 3: Consistent Student Engagement

Maintaining high student engagement in music lessons can be challenging, particularly if
the approach relies on complex instruments and theory or repetitive technical drills -
‘everyone clap after me’. The North Worcester Primary Academy pilot demonstrated that
consistent engagement hinges on aligning lesson content with student interests,
leveraging immediate feedback through accessible technology, and cultivating a

supportive environment.

One vital element is choosing genres that resonate with modern students, such as Hip
Hop, House or Trap. When lessons relate to music they already enjoy, students view class
time as a chance to explore creativity. This familiarity boosts motivation and paves the

way for deeper interest in musical progression as they advance through school.

With our CMPSR joystick and the Swipe App, students can create music immediately,
hearing changes as they move a joystick or select specific samples. This real-time
feedback loops back into curiosity so learners become eager to experiment further,
refine their compositions, and share ideas. Mistakes, which can be discouraging in more
formal settings, turn into prompts for new discoveries, nurturing a mindset of exploration

over mere rote practice.

Crucially, creating a pressure-free space fosters consistent engagement. Simple
strategies like headphones and splitters let students work on their own creations before
showcasing them to the group. For those with performance anxiety or language barriers,
this private rehearsal time is liberating. As confidence grows, sharing becomes an exciting
opportunity rather than a daunting requirement. Teachers, once anxious about their own
lack of musical expertise, also thrive in this relaxed environment. With ready-to-use
lesson plans, they can focus on encouraging each student’s unique expression rather

than worrying about musical correctness.

Continual updates in the app and lesson resources keep the experience fresh. New
genres, sound packs, and compositional tools can be integrated quickly, preventing

lessons from becoming stale.

Meet the author: I'm Si Tew, one of the founders of Digit Music and | developed the early prototypes of
CMPSR through my work in inclusive music making with Able Orchestra, The Stone Soup Project, and
Deep Studios. | am a producer, performer and educator, and have spent my career using technology to
create sounds and emotions. | believe music is powerful and everyone should have the opportunity to
take part. | believe music theory is important, and highly skilled traditional players are incredible, but
this is only one route to a fulfilling musical life. Just a mobile phone or beaten up laptop can create

amazing music, some of the most popular music globally has been created this way.
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Who are Digit Music?

We are on a mission to make music accessible and engaging for everyone, regardless of
your skill level or personal circumstance. By blending cutting-edge technology with
hands-on teacher support, we help primary schools across the UK run fun, inclusive
music sessions that ignite students’ passion for creativity. Our approach removes the
intimidation factor of traditional instruments and supports students to create the music

they love in minutes.

How we can help

For primary school teachers, our easy-to-follow resources and training mean you can
lead vibrant music lessons with total confidence - even if you've never picked up an
instrument in your life. The result? Dramatically reduced planning time, fewer logistical
headaches, and happier classes. Pupils, meanwhile, are free to experiment, explore, and
collaborate using contemporary genres they already love - think Rap, Garage, or Drum &
Bass - ensuring music class becomes a highlight of their week. And they can even take the

app home to perform with their family and friends.

Get in contact

Ready to bring this new approach to your primary school music programme? For more

details, drop us an email at hello@digitmusic.co.uk or visit our website. Together, let’s set

a new tempo (sorry!) for whole-class music lessons one where every teacher can shine

and every pupil can take centre stage!
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